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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

i September 1957

_ MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Allan Evans, State (OIR)

i | Colonel E. To Seaburn, USA (ACSI)

)  Captain W, S. Howell, USN (ONI)
Colonel W. B. Sawyer, USAF (ABOIN 2B2)
Colonel Jo Me Pittman, USA (JIG)

SUPJEGT: NIE L2.1-57¢ PROBABLE DEVELOPMENTS IN THE REPUBLIC
OF KOREA

1. The attached terms of reference were agreed on at the
meeting of the IAC representatives on 3 September,

2, ALl agenéies are invited to contribute to any section
within their competence to do so. ’

3¢ It is requested that contributions be received in
this office by the close of business on 15 Novembere '

A"‘

‘4!}4 f[/( ;7.’44

WILLIAM P, BUNDY
Deputy Assistant Director
National Estimates

’ :) Uri {;

Distribtuion "B®
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

3 September 1957

USBJECT:  TERMS OF REFERENCE: NIE 1,,2.1—57:- . PROBABLE DEVELOFPMENTS IN
THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA

THE PROBLEM

To analyze recent trends in the Republic of Korea and to estimate
probable developments over the next few years, with particu»lar emphasis

on domestic political developmentse

SCOPE NOTE

Particular attention should be given in this estimate to:. (a)
the prospects for a basic realignment of ROK politics; (b) the problem
of succession to Rhecy and (¢) the political probleoms involved in any

significant changes in the ROK's military posturc,
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QUESTIONS BEARING ON THE PROBLEM

I. RECENT TRENDS

A, Political. What significant dévelépmeﬁts have taken place
sinece the beginning of 1956 in: |
1, Rhoo's position in ROK politics and government?
2, Comporative stréngths of the Liberal and Domocratic Parties?
3. Internal coheéiveness and a scnse ofvrcsponsibility in |
the Liberal and Demoeratic Parties? |
Lo Popular support and organizational strength of the Cho
- Pong-am group? '
5« The rcle of ROK armed forces and National Police in
internal politieal developments?
6s Effcctiveness of tho government in porforming the normal
functions'éf civil administration?
7+  MNational objectiﬁes and cohésivenéss?
8, Attitudos toward rounification? |
9. The degree  to which the general public is politicall&
-active of responsive? | |
10, Dissatisfaction with the whole cxisting pattorn of ROK
politics?
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B. Succession Questions, What significant developments have

occurrcd in:

1.

2

3e

4" .

Rhee's physical strength and mental alertness?
Denenstrated peolitical power, courage, and 1eédership
abilitics of Chang Myon? Yi Ki-pung? Cho Pyong-ok?
Pack Sun-yup? Cho Pong=-an? Othersé

Attitude of armed fqrcés leadefs toward the succession

problen? Attitude of Mational Police Loaders?

Constitutional provisions for the disability, but not

doafh,.of the Presidont? Constitutional provisions

concerning an orderly succcssion to the office of President?

Ce Economic, What significant dévelopnents have occurrcd in:

1.

2.
3

be
5,

6o .

Production and 1iving_1evéls?

Econonic stabilizétion?

Integrity in governnent cecononic adninistraticn and
businesse

Economic objcetives and policics?

Balance of payments position and deﬁondonce on US aﬁd
UN ndd?

The irnpact of the nmilitary cstdblishmcnt upon the econory?
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D. ‘Sécuritz Situation, What significant developrents have:
occurrcd ins |
'1.' Extent of RCK depéndence on US assistance for weaponsy
equipnient, and budgctaryvsﬁpport? ROK attitudes
toward present US proposals for rcductiqn of ROK.forces
and nodernization of ROK weapons?
2 Veapen obsoleseento?
3, Morale withinvthe arned forces? Extont of corruption?
Le Afméd forees leadership?
5, Corbat offcctivencss?
6o Capobilitics of the armed forees and the pclices
(a) +to maintain internal sceurity?
‘(b) to ropel invasion from the north? -
(e¢) to attenpt unification of Korca by armed force?

(d) to affeet intornal politieal developnents?

E, Subversive Elements. What significant developrients have
~occurred in the strengths, tactics, obd effectiveness of

subversive clernents?

F, Foreign Relations, What signifiecant developments have occurred ins

1. Atﬁitudee toward, ond rclaticns with, Japan?

2, Attitudes toward, and rolations with, US%
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Attitudes toward, and rclations with, other free countrics?

Attitudes toward, and rclations with, the Sino-Soviet Bloe?

S . L

II. PROBABLE DEVELOPMENTS

A, Assuning a continuation of Rhee's wbll—boing, of the present

general context of the cold war, and of substantial US

assistance, what are the prospects for:

1,
,
3
o
Se

6.
7.

Oe

The deveibpment of a nore reéponsible and democratie
political systen? v |

Oﬁtcome of tho 1958 National Assembly clections, and
the significance it will have.

The dcveloppent of stable, offective political leaders
other than Rheo?

A. constitutionai change abolishing thé post of Vice-
Presideﬁt and creating a post of Prine Ministers?

A more viable economy?

Betterodvrelations with Japan?

Effcctiveness, norale, and capabilitics of the ROK
arned forgos. |

Relaticns with the Us, pdrticularly with rospect to
ROK armed force levels and rodern weapons? '

Politieal ambitions and activitics by ROK armed forees

" leaders?
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10, Attitudes toward reunification of Korea?

11, Natibnal cohesivencss?

Be Vhat would be the cffect, if any, upon thesc dovolopments of

tho death of Rhee? of the disability of Rhee?

Ce What would be the effect, if any, upon the developnents
in A abbi*e, cf a sharp reduction, or withdrawal, of US

forcoé?

D, What would be the effect, if any, upon the developments in
A above, ‘of a substantial reduction in US aid: cconcnic

and/or nilitary?
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